
Fellowship Baptist Church, August 24, 2014, A.M. 

Message: “The Christian vs the World on the Cross”-- I Corinthians 1:18-24 

 

INTRODUCTION:  The preaching of the Cross is mention three different ways here.  

The cross should be the center of all preaching.  In v. 17 it is “the preaching of the 

gospel”; in v. 18 it is the “preaching of the cross”; and in v. 23 it is “we preach Christ”. 

 

I.  The world and the Christian view the preaching of the cross differently.  

 A.  This is brought out in many places in Scripture. 

  1.  I Corinthians 1:18 & 21; to the world it is foolishness; to the Christian  

   it is the power of God. 

  2.  In Galatians 5:11: to the world the preaching of the cross is an offense. 

  3.  In Philippians 3:18-19, the world hates the cross. 

  4.  In II Corinthians 4:3 the world doesn’t understand the gospel. 

  5.  In Galatians 1:7 the world perverts the Gospel. 

 B.  The Christian has experienced the transforming power of the Cross. 

  1.  To those who are saved it is the power of God.—I Cor. 1:18 

  2.  The Christian is not ashamed of the cross.—Rom. 1:16 

  3.  The Christian is to glory in the cross.—Gal. 6:14 

 

II.  The preaching of the cross rejected. 

 A.  A lack of conviction destroys the effectiveness of the cross.—v. 17. 

  1.  It is conviction that brings about faith.—I Cor. 2;1-5 

  2.  Must be honest in the use of God’s word. —II Cor. 4:2-5_ 

 B.  Signs and wonders create a stumbling block to faith in the  

  Preaching of the cross.—v. 22-23. 

  1.  Must accept the preaching of the cross not signs. —Matt. 12:39-40  

  2.  The Pharisees again seek a sign.—Matt. 16:1-4 

  3.  The Jews asked for a sign.—John 2:18-19. 

 C.  Man’s wisdom causes him to reject the cross.—v. 20-23  

  1.  The wise—intellectual. 

  2.  The scribe—wise in religion, knew the words but not the Savior. 

  3.  The disputer, the debater. 

  4.  Man in his wisdom rejects God.—v.21; Rom. 1:20-21  

   

III.  The results of the preaching of the cross. 

 A.  To those who trust in religion it is a stumbling block. 

 B.  To those who trusted wisdom it is foolishness. 

 C.  To all who believe salvation through the power of God.—v. 24 

 D.  The preaching of the cross demonstrates God’s: 

  1.  Love—John 3:16;  Rom 5:8 

  2.  Justice.—Rom. 6:23 compared with Rom. 5:8 

  3.  Grace—Eph. 2:8 

  CONCLUSION: Our text: I Cor. 1:18; Is the cross foolishness or the 

power of God to you? 


